WRESTLE WITH THESE SCRIPTURES THIS WEEK

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
										
- Psalm 34:18
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed
we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 18I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
										
- Romans 8:17-18
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.
											 - 2 Corinthians 4:7-9
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Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we
are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
											 - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
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We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to
endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of
death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the
dead. 10He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we
have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,
											- 2 Corinthians 1:8-10
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Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
											- Hebrews 4:14-16
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Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; my
cause is disregarded by my God”? 28Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his
understanding no one can fathom. 29He gives strength to the weary and increases the power
of the weak.
											- Isaiah 40:27-29
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish? 2My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night,
but I find no rest. 3Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises. 4In
you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. 5To you they cried out
and were saved; in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
											- Psalm 22:1-5
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that
you will not grow weary and lose heart.
											- Hebrews 12:1-3
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In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in
all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
											- 1 Peter 1:6-7
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